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Fork, a Silver Spoon, made in the Handle like a 
modern one •, the Bowl is pointed like an Olive-leaf; 
a Cafe of Surgeon's Inftruments, feveral Kitchen 
Utenfils, Moufe-traps, Veflels full of Rice, a Trium- 
phal Car of Bronze, &c. 



VII* A remarkable Cure performed hy John 
Cagua, Surgeon, at Plymouth-Dock, of a 
Wound of the Head complicated with a 
large Fracture and Depreffion of the Skull, 
the Dura Mater and Brain wounded and 
lacerated: Communicated in a Letter to 
William Chefelden, Ef<fr F. R. S. &c. 

JUNE ii. 1729. I was fent for to Mr. John 
T)arton of Stonehoufe near ^Plymouth, to fee his 
Son, aged 10 Years, who fell down from the Top 
of an old Wall, as he was taking out a Sparrow's 
Neft, upwards of 20 Feet high, in an antient Build- 
ing belonging to the Honourable Richard ' Edgecumbe, 
Efq$. When I came, I found him fpeechlefs, 
comatofe, bloated Eyes, a wan Face, bleeding at the 
Nofe and Ears, and a great Hamorrhage and Vo- 
miting: On Examination, a large, long, deep, and 
contufed Wound appeared, from the Eyebrow all 
over the Left Side of his Head 5 and after having 
fhaved him, was furprifed to feel, with my Fingers, 
fo many rugged Splinters of the Cranium confuledly 
depreffed through the 'Dura and <Pia Mater into the 
Subftance of the Brain ; the Extremities whereof 

ap- 
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appearing above the "Dura Mater, I extra&ed to the 
Number of Five, as they are reprefented in the Draught 
(fee Tab. IV.) in their proper Bignefs and Figures, be- 
fides feveral other Bits and fmall Pieces ; In taking out 
the laft Splinter, being Part of the fuperior and in- 
terior Part of the Orbit, containing fome of the Bafis 
and inferior Part of the Os Frontis, joining by the 
Sutura Tranfuerfalis to the fuperior Part of the Os 
Malay with Part of the (aid Suture and the upper 
Excremity of the Sphenoides, almoft to the lower 
End of the Sutura Coronalis and Squamofa: This 
Splinter was the major Part of it depreffed under the 
fuperior Part of the great Depreffion of the Os 
Frontisj on extracting of which, Two Parts or Pieces 
of the Subftance of the Brain, with clotted Blood, 
tame out with it, one as big as a large Kidney Bean, 
and the other as a large Pea ; at which Time the Patient 
fainting and vomiting, brought up meft of what was 
contained in his Stomach, mixed with bilious and 
bloody Matter. The Dura Mater was very much 
contufed, lacerated, and bare, upwards of Three 
Inches and a quarter in Length, and at one End One 
Inch and a half over, the Remainder about One Inch, 
and the Edges rugged : From the upper Part of the 
Fracture, there was a Deprcfllon of the Os Front is > 
which reached up to the Sutura Sagittalis, nigh the 
Coronal Suture : One Part of the Cranium lapt ovejr 
the other, which I fawed off on the Third or Fourth 
Day, it being an Inch long, and occafioned n^e a 
great deal of Trouble, before I could raife it up with 
my Elevator, the inferior Part of the Fradure being 
fo thin and weak : The depreffed Part terminated in a 
long Fiffure, about an Inch behind the Coronal Su- 
ture 
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ture in the Bregma: The Scalp was fo much con- 
tufed and lacerated, that the next Day it began to 
mortify, which obliged me to lay all that Side of the 
Coronal, and the greateft Part of the Bregma, home 
to the Lamdoid Suture > bare, from the upper Part of his 
Head down to his Eat (as in Tab. III.) : The 'Dura and 
*Pia Mater were very livid, and infenfible to the Touch, 
except thofe Parts where the Brain was wounded, in the 
dreffing of which the Motion or Putfation of the Brain 
was very ftrong, and fometimes to that Degree, that 
it would rife conftderably above the Surface of the 
Cranium** which obliged me to keep it down fome- 
times more than Two or Three Minutes with my 
Fingers, and a large and thick Sindon dipt in a warm 
detergent Lotion, before it would ccafc, introducing 
it between the 'Dura Mater and the Edges of the 
Fradure. The upper Eye-lid in a Week's time im- 
poftumated, and formed a large Tumor as big as a 
Hen's Egg, which I opened, and kept it fo a confidcr- 
able Time, becaufe I had therefrom a plentiful Dif- 
charge of Matter, which was at firft very fetid, but 
afterwards became laudable, giving likewife a good 
Difcharge from the wounded Brain through the 
Fradure of the upper Part of the Orbit. In about a 
Fortnight's time I had a very laudable Suppuration 
from all the Wound, and the Symptoms ceaiing, the 
fDura Mater began to regenerate, looking very red 
and frefh ; the livid and lacerated Parts flufc off, and 
the Extremities of the Fradure began to throw out 
their Offifications from the "Diploe and both Tables 
of the Cranium* like fmall Excrefcences, or proud 
Flefh, which in a Month's time fpread over the whole 
Fradure > and I made my Obfervation, that it grew 

S f f hardet 
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harder fooncr-at the Extremities of the Fracture than 
in the Centre The Motions or Pulfations of the 
Brain ftill continued, and were very vifible for a long 
Time after, and were felt for fome time after the 
Wound was cured; cfpecially in the inferior Part of 
the Coronal and Bregma* over the inferior Part of 
the Coronal Suture* nigh the Squamcfa. Except the 
♦Three or Four firft Days, the Boy continued very 
ienfible $ but during the firft Six Weeks would very 
often complain of a violent Pain in his Head, attended 
with a Comatofe> and Fever $ but would foon go off 
again, by giving him an emollient and laxative Clyfter^ 
or a gentle laxative Draught. The 6th of Oitober 
following, before his Wound was quite well, he was 
taken very ill with the Small-pox, of the Flux-kind, 
and though he had them very fevere, and delirious 
in their coming out, yet riecovered. The nth of 
"November following, the Wound was perfe&ly 
cured i but in the latter End feveral Exfoliations 
were taken out of the upper Part of the Coronal. He 
is now, and hath been ever fince, very well, ftrong 
and healthy $ has his Sight in both Eyes, is a very 
fenfible and forward Lad, for his Age, and has been 
upwards of Four Years at Sea, in his Majesty's 
and the Merchants Services. 

T^ 7 f: John Cagua. 

Tab. III. 
Reprefents the Boys Head, with the Wound, as it 

appeared to View, and Tart of the Cranium 

laid bare, 

Tab. 



t 499 1 

Tab. IV. 

Reprefents the Skull, with the FraBures made in 
it* and the fever al Splinters, that were taken 
out. 
A ... Is the external Tart of the Splinter, adjacent 
to the fuperior Tart of the Os Malae, and the 
upper Tart of the Orbit, in its proper Eig- 
ne fs and Figure. 

i. Is the thick Trotuberance of the Bajis and 
inferior Tart of the Os Frontis, broke off 
and feparated from the fuperior Extremity 
of the Os Malae in the tranfverfe Suture. 

2. Is the lower Tart of it broke off from the 

upper Tart of the Os Sphenoides. 

3 . Is Tart of the Sutura Tranfverfalis. 

4. Is the Diploe, and its Thicknefs, being very 

rugged and irregular. 
B , . • Is the internal and concave Tarts, with the 
Thicknefs of the fame Splinter. 

1. Is Tart of the Concavity of the upper Tart 

of the Orbit* 

2. The fuperior Tart, with its Thicknefs and 

Diploe. 
6 and 7. The external and internal Tables. 

3. The inferior and internal Tart feparated 

from the Os Sphenoides : The middle of 
it is a deep Concavity. 
4. 4. A rugged Ridge arifing from its Cavity, 
and likewife from the great and middle 
one. 

5. The internal and concave Tart. 

s. 8. Tart of the Sutura Tranfverfalis. 

Sff z C. ..Is 
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C . . , Is Tart of the inferior and Bajis of the G$ 
Frontis and Bregma, with fome of the 
lower Tart of the Sutura Coronalis ; be- 
ing very thin in the Middle where the 
Suture is j it fhews its proper Bignefs and 
Figure. 
i. The Diploe. 
D. D. D. Three other Splinters in their proper Big- 
nejfes and Figures. 
i.i.i. The Diploe and both Tables. 
E . . . The Splinter that lapt over the c DepreJJion 7 

which was fawed off 
F. The Stone mentioned in the next Paper, 

VIII- A Cafe communicated by Mr. J. Mao 
karneis; Apothecary, in Chipping-Norton, 
in Oxfordfhire, of an extraordinary Stone 
voided by the Anus. 

MR S. Mary Smith Wife of John Smithy of 
Chadlington in the County of Qxon> aged 
about 31, a tali weli-fhaped ftrong-made Woman, 
was feized with a violent Fever, accompanied with 
great Heat, Reftleffnefs, Pain in the Head, Twitch- 
ings of the Tendons, pale Urine, unequal Pulfe, 
Difficulty of breathing, great Coftivcnefs, and with- 
out Third. She had a hard Labour about Three 
Weeks before. This Fever feized her the 2d of 
January 1727. and lafted till the 17th, during which 
Time fhe was very coftive, and continued fo till flic 
had another Child, which was the latter End of 
February 1728. and was frequently fubjefl: to Attacks 

of 



